
Do you have hope for the 
future? 

 

We are now well into spring as 
nature erupts into life, bringing 
vibrant colour to our landscapes, 
and the days draw out with long 
hours of daylight and usually 
sunshine. This is a time of year we 
look forward to, but without the 
cold of winter followed by the 
warmth of spring and summer, 
combined with rain, nothing 
would come to life. Without the 
foliage, flowers, bees, butterflies, 
etc, it would be a very sad 
landscape, but is one that we take 
for granted and expect every 
spring. Each year I always marvel 
at nature, God’s creation, and as a 
professional grower for well over 
40 years; and for 20 years at 
Majestic Trees; nature never 
ceases to amaze me each and 
every year. 
 
If it hadn’t been for our gardens, 
when we were locked down, it 
would have been even sadder, yet 

in April & May of 2020 we had 
some of our best spring weather 
ever, sent by God to bless us, 
whilst we fought this man made 
disease. 
 
However, in this day and age, so 
many have become self-
sufficient, feeling that they have 
no need for God; in fact the media 
and the population in general 
have come to a place where you 
are even considered stupid to 
believe in God! Yet the same 
people marvel at nature, whilst so 
many during this Covid pandemic 
have been very alone, depressed 
and generally sad, as they have so 
little to look forward to.  
 
Tragically, many people did die 
from Covid or from other 
ailments as they did not receive 
timely treatment, but an even 
more long-term consequence is 
the mental health problems, many 
people found the loneliness to 
much to bear, some burdened by 
financial problems making life 
unbearable. In these times, many 
found that they were insufficient 
to carry their burdens, and whilst 
many bear the scars from this 
period, some very sadly took their 
own lives as they sunk into a pit 
of deep despair, feeling there was 
little reason to keep on living, and 
therefore no hope. 
 



And now, just when we thought 
life was returning to normal, we 
face rampant inflation that only 
makes our problems even worse. 
Whilst we once again may have 
the social and emotional support of 
our family and friends, this does 
not always include figuring out a 
financial solution or help us pay 
our bills, so our feelings of 
hopelessness persist and seem 
never ending. And all whilst we 
watch helpless to do much, as we 
see the greed and hatred of man 
inflict unbelievable atrocities on 
the people of the Ukraine, as has 
happened to so many other people 
around the world, driving many to 
search for a new life that so many 
believe will be better in the UK. 
When we see the risks they take as 
refugees, it only makes you realise 
how blest we really are. 
 
Whilst I don’t pretend to have all 
the answers, I have found that my 
faith in God has really helped me 
especially during this past two plus 
years, it has given me the strength 
when the future looks more 
difficult than yesterday.  
At Markyate Baptist church we are 
a community of people of all ages 
who love each other, who support 
each other in both word, deed and 
kindness, and are a very close 
family.  
 
We need to take this message to 
our families, neighbours and 
friends, workmates and people we 
meet in the street, that they too can 

experience this love by joining us 
on a Sunday at 10:30am where 
they will always experience a 
warm welcome, then stay for tea 
and coffee afterwards as we enjoy 
the fellowship together. Tell them 
how we as a church support each 
other and the opportunities for 
them to experience the love of 
God, the hope of eternity all whilst 
enjoying the company of other 
villagers. 
 
If they need financial advice, tell 
them about the CAP courses, for 
fellowship with their young 
children and other likeminded 
carers, Jack & Jill’s and Who let 
the Dads out. Not forgetting the 
MBC Café mornings  for good 
coffee and good company. 
  
 
But whatever you do, remember 
that you might be the only person 
who reaches out to them, so don’t 
put it off and leave it for someone 
else. You might even be saving 
their life! 
 
 
Steve McCurdy  

 



 



 


